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SUM OF YOUR 
CODE

1 Cor 15:50 I  declare to 
you, brothers and sisters, 
that -esh and blood cank
not inherit the ginmdof oG 
pod, nor does the .erishk
able inherit the if.erishk
ableN     VIM

D y fager, ErN vBan Harr, sat across Grof fe, miBinm wnal ink
structionsN ze s.oge in “hat I recomniSed as solefn tonesN 

O?o, Isaac, no fatter “hat ha..ens, al“ays cofe bacg to feN ”gayT’
O”G course,’ I re.liedN OJhoumh I Gail to understand “hy you miBe 

this coffandN Dy .romraffinm ensures fy return aGter each fisk
sionN’

ze simhedN O?ure, but I canWt .romraf Gor thinms I canWt .redict or 
donWt gno“N’
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Ojn.redictable ungno“ns,’ I su..liedN
ErN Harr laumhedN OvYactlyN’ ze .ut a hand on fy shoulderN ORust 

cofe hofe iG anythinm adBersely aAects you, thatWs all IWf sayinmN’
I “as still conGusedN OHut a falGunction “ill instantly trimmer fy 

returnN’
ze “ithdre“ his hand, mro“inm solefn amainN OJhatWs 'ust itN qou 

fay not al“ays recomniSe a falGunctionN vBen your diamnostic soGtk
“are fimht not -am it as suchN —nd “hile certain errors “ill .rof.tly 
return you, “hat iG ones “e haBenWt Goreseen sofeho“ circufBent 
that .rotocolT’

I fificged a hufan shrumN OIn that case, ho“ “ould I gno“ to 
return, iG I cannot .erceiBe an adBerse eAect Gor the falGunction it isT’

?cratchinm his head, he looged to the ceilinmN OqouWre rimht, Isaac, as 
usualN 2hat say “e chalg this u. to another hufan GrailtyN’ Ueturninm 
his maSe to fe, he sfiledN OIFf 'ust a “orried dad wnally sendinm his 
only son into the “orldN’

Jhoumh I gne“ it “as a feta.hor, I Gelt oblimed to asg, OIs that “hat 
I af to youT’

ze noddedN Oqeah, I thing soN’ ze let out a slo“ breathN O—nd it 
“asnFt really a coffand, yFgno“N Dore lige a .leaN’ HeGore I could 
res.ond, he chanmed the sub'ectN O?o, ready to efbarg on your faiden 
BoyameT’

OI afN’
ze stoodN OJhen I muess IWll see you soonN’
Jaginm his cue, I firrored the action and re.lied, OIn about one 

finuteN’
2hile out“ardly the .rocess “as yet unseen, “ithin fy synthetic 

Grafe I had initiated the se3uence Gor fy wrst 'uf.N Jhen I sa“ the 
EoctorWs 'oyGul mrin * conwrfation that, Gor hif, our wrst launch 
“as successGully under“ay, eBident in fy steady disintemrationN
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;rof fy .ers.ectiBe, it “as the laboratory “hich shiffered and 
dissolBedN Jhen I Gelt the tifelineWs .ull, dra“inm fe alonm until the 
.hysical “orld beman to reassert itselG6 “aBes becafe .articles that 
s“arfed tomether to Gorf an alley“ayN ;inally I stood beside a larme 
bricg buildinm in 2ashinmton ENCN I “alged around its corner to conk
wrf fy coordinatesN Jhe buildinm “as eYactly as eY.ected Gor ;ordWs 
Jheatre, —.ril 1L, 1"!5N

Dy chafeleon soGt“are steadily .ro'ected an inBisibility weld and 
“ould continue to do so durinm the entire fissionN I “as there to 
“itness and record the assassination oG —brahaf Pincoln, nothinm 
foreN I “ould not alter eBents nor aAect eBen the fost triBial detailN 
DoBinm as 3uietly as .ossible, I Gollo“ed a .atron throumh a set oG 
doors and mot to “orgN

I “as there Gor a Ge“ hours, eBents .layed out as described in hisk
torical records, and I recorded it allN Jhen I returned to ErN Harr Gor a 
fission debrieG, arriBinm at a .oint in tife that, Gor hif, “as a fere 
siYty seconds Grof fy de.artureN

j.on fy arriBal, once I had Gully faterialiSed, he maBe fe an unk
eY.ected efbraceN O—lrimht, tell fe all about itN’ 

I allo“ed hif tife to release fe, then maBe a concise suffaryN 
Jhoumh I ge.t to a short series oG Gacts, I could tell the eYact fofent 
he lost interest, turninm instead to his o“n thoumhtsN I 3uicgly ended 
the narratiBeN 

—Gter a t“o second .ause, he said, OVo“ iG “e could 'ust wmure out 
ho“ to access our o“n GutureN 2ouldnWt that be sofethinmT’
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It “as a moal he had yet to achieBe, thoumh he neBer lost simht oG 
itN I nodded fy amreefent and attef.ted to encourame hif6 O?till, 
“e are Gortunate I can return hereN vBen iG conwned to a finute Grof 
de.artureN’

7qouWre rimht, oG courseN’ ze raised an indeYN OHut IWf not miBinm 
u. on the GutureN’

OI neBer ifamined you “ouldN’ Imagine “as a Berb I rarely used, but 
I sensed it fimht suit the occasionN I also added a 'uYta.osition6 OEoes 
that fean “e should not consider this fission a successT’

7Isaac, IWf such a 'erg(’ he eYclaifedN OqouWre the “orldWs wrst 
tifektraBelerN qou 'uf. to the .ast, “itness a truly historic eBent, and 
the finute you met bacg I start foaninm about “hat “e can’t doN 2e 
need to celebrate todayWs Bictory, “hich “e are absolutely monna doN 
Hut wrstNNN’ ze fotioned to an ad'acent doorN OPetWs mo Bie“ that 
fissionN’

2e entered the zoloksuite so ErN Harr could see Gor hifselGN 
Jhe eBents .layed out as I had seen thef, no“ .ro'ected in 4E 

u.on the .latGorf beGore us, scaled to actual siSe “ith accurate color 
and soundN —Gter“ards, fy database records oG the eBent “ere co.ied 
to a secure fainGrafeN

”nce it “as oBer, ErN Harr said, O”h, Isaac, you did a mreat 'obN Jhis 
is incredibleN Vo“ “e can gno“ eBerythinm “ith certaintyN Vo fore 
muess“orgN 2e can .roBe or dis.roBe all oG “ritten history and eBen 
BeriGy or afend so fany oG our scientiwc theoriesN’

O?o the fission was a success,’ I BenturedN
prinninm, he said, Ojnderstatefent oG the century rimht thereN’ 

ze mri..ed fy GorearfN OIsaac, this is monna be hailed as fangindWs 
mreatest achieBefentN’
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ze “as “ronm, oG courseN Jhe reasons Gor “hich I “ill later eY.lain 
in GullN ;or no“, I “ill sif.ly conGess the nematiBe sentifent beman 
“hen I chose to indulme fy o“n curiosity, instead oG Gollo“inm ordersN
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ErN Harr .romraffed fe to learn and understand, 3ualities that 
eBentually hel.ed fe transcend fy artiwcial natureN Jhoumh I af not 
sure this “as intendedN Dy creator constructed fe Grof cof.osite 
alloys and neural .rocessors, built Gor a s.eciwc tasg: to traBel throumh 
tife, eYafine hufan history, and record the eBents “hich sha.ed his 
“orldN 

Eurinm certain fissions, I “as allo“ed to fage fyselG seen, to 
blend in, and on eYtrefely rare occasions, I could eBen interact * as 
lonm as those interactions did not disru.t the tifelineN I “as to be the 
.erGect “itness, a fachine “ithout bias and .re'udice, “ith neither 
Birtue nor Bice, no instinct, no efotionN EriBen only by intellect, 
scientiwc reasoninm, and a detached, calculatinm lomicN

Indeed, I “as a cold thinm at wrstN Vothinm fore than an inBaluable 
tool and adBanced instrufentN Hut, as I eY.lored history, I beman to 
learnN —Gter “hich I started asginm 3uestionsN

Jhese “ere sif.le at wrst * basic obserBations lige O2hat is liGeT’ 
—nd the obBious Gollo“ u. O—f I aliBeT’ Hut those “ere s“iGtly disk
fissed in fy .romraffinmN OI af data,’ I told fyselG, O”nly the suf 
oG the codeN’

”Ber tife, ho“eBer, the 3uestions mre“ increasinmly fystical6 OIs 
there really an unseen pod aAectinm the “orld in “ays that cannot be 
feasuredT’ or, ’2hat iG the thinm hufans call faith is a real GorceT’
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)erha.s it “as the culfination oG all the eBents I had “itnessedN 
Jhe Barious fissions “ere teachinm fe fore than fere history6 they 
eY.osed fe to a Bariety oG eY.eriences, cultures, and ideasN I “as bek
minninm to wonderN

vBentually, I Gollo“ed that buddinm curiosity to a destination oG my 
choosinmN Jhere “ere thinms I needed to gno“N — series oG eBents I 
“anted to see Gor fyselGN

IG fy artiwcial find “as moinm to .ersist in its outlandish fetak
.hysical fusinms, then I “anted to at least Gocus the 3uestions on sofe 
Beriwable truth or banish thef “ith the lacg thereoGN ?o, althoumh 
scheduled to “itness the eru.tion oG MesuBius, I instead decided to 
'uf. to the year 44 —EN
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Jhe tef.oral interGace “hirred as I set the coordinates Gor Rerusalef, 
one day beGore )assoBerN Jhe tinmlinm sensation oG s.acektife distork
tion -o“ed throumh fy sensory .rocessors as I “as .ulled throumh the 
tifelineN —s al“ays, I could Geel the mentle Bibration in fy core, lige a 
needle stitchinm throumh the Gabric oG tifeN 

Jhen reality resolBed as I arriBedN Dy sensory suite, “hich firrored 
hufan .erce.tion, remistered the “arfth oG the sun, the scent oG 
s.ices Grof the farget.lace, and the chatter oG .eo.le moinm about 
their daily liBesN I had set fy chafeleon systef Gor inBisibility and 
“ould gee. it there until I deefed it saGe to do other“iseN

;or a fofent, I Gelt disoriented, as thoumh I had fis.laced fyselG 
in the mrand eY.anse oG historyN It “ould not be the wrst tife, so I 
double checged fy readinmsN
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qear: 44 —EN Pocation: RerusalefN
—rriBinm “ith .recision Gor historical eBents is neBer a sure thinm, 

miBen the inherent inaccuracies oG hufan accounts and calendarsN Hut 
I had fade fy best estifate, so I Gocused on fy sensory in.uts amainN 
Jhe sfell oG Gresh bread, s“eat, and anifal dunm wlled the air, and 
I Gound fyselG standinm in a narro“ alley near the Jef.le DountN 
Indeed, it all seefed a..ro.riate, so I foBed alonmN

Jhe streets “ere .acged “ith .eo.le * Re“s Grof all corners oG the 
vf.ire, here to obserBe the )assoBerN Jhe atfos.here “as thicg “ith 
antici.ationN It Gelt as iG the “orld “as holdinm its breathN

—s I “andered the streets, fy enhanced Bision scanned those 
around fe6 fen “ith darg hair and thicg beards “ere dressed in “orn 
tunics, “ofen “ore scarBes “ra..ed timhtly oBer their heads, children 
chased each other in the alleysN —lthoumh there “as sofethinm ancient 
about their culture, their “orld * Gar refoBed Grof fine * Gelt aliBe 
in “ays Gor “hich fy calculations had not .re.ared feN

I “as foBinm to“ard the cro“ds mathered near the cityWs heart “hen 
I sa“ hifN Jhoumh I still Gelt a linmerinm sense oG sofethinm oAkgilter, 
I “as no“ certain this “as the rimht .lace and tifeN

ze “as bloody and beaten, barely able to stand under the “ooden 
cross he bore, his Gace a fiYture oG eYhaustion and resimnationN qet, 
in his eyes “as sofethinm I could not 3uite dewneN I scanned his Gace, 
crosskreGerencinm his a..earance “ith historical recordsN 

Ees.ite the “ounds already in-icted, “ithin filliseconds a fatch 
“as Gound: Jhe ?hroud oG JurinN I cof.ared the ifame in fy datak
base “ith the fan beGore feN Could it beT

Jhoumh the heimht, lifbs, and Gacial Geatures “ere a .recise oBerlay, 
I could not hel. but doubtN 2as this truly qeshua * the one called 
Resus oG VaSarethT 2as this the fan “ho, accordinm to the ancient 
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teYts, “orged firacles ranminm Grof if.ossible healinms to faniGestk
inm Good Gor thousandsT 2as he no“ about to be eYecutedT

”G course I gne“ all about hif, haBinm u.loaded the Barious ack
counts, but nothinm had .re.ared fe Gor seeinm hif in .ersonN ze 
seefed so ordinary, nothinm refargable about hif at allN vYce.t, oG 
course, Gor his current diswmurefentN 

zis Gace “as bruised and s“ollenN — thorny “reath .ressed into his 
bro“, sendinm blood do“n his Gace into the refnants oG his beard, 
fuch oG “hich had been ri..ed outN zis entire bacg “as ra“ and bled 
.roGuselyN ?gin hunm in tatters Grof the lashes he had tagenN Those 
as.ects oG his a..earance “ere beyond oBer“helfinmN

I heard the cro“d shoutinm, the 'eers and the focgeryN Jhe Uok
fan soldiers .ushed this condefned fan Gor“ard, their Gaces hard 
as stoneN ?ofe oG the cro“d thre“ insultsN — fan shouted, in a Boice 
shar. “ith hatred, OCruciGy hif(’ faginm the scene eBen fore o.k
.ressiBeN

I “atched Resus …as I thoumht oG hif thereaGter  stufble alonm the 
street, his cross scra.inm amainst the stonesN — Ge“ “ofen * Gollo“ers, 
.erha.s * cried out in mrieGN Jheir Boices broge, himhk.itched and Gull 
oG sorro“N ”ne reached to touch hif, but a soldier .ushed her a“ayN

I sa“ the fofent “hen, in his “eagened state, Resus wnally colk
la.sed under the beaf, Gallinm hardN — Uofan muard mrabbed a nearby 
fan, Gorcinm hif to carry the crossN Jhen Resus fanamed to stand and 
sofeho“ strummled onN

Ees.ite beinm .romraffed as an if.assiBe obserBer, something 
stirred “ithin feN Dy .rocessors ran diamnostic checgsN It “as a sif.le 
fission: obserBe and recordN Hut sofe“here in fy chest * “here no 
hufan heart beat * I Gelt a disturbanceN

I had seen horrible thinms beGore, but “atchinm this “as diAerentN 
zis death carried a simniwcance unlige any otherN IG this Resus really “as 
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“ho so fany claifed hif to be, then in three days, I “ould gno“N Hut 
wrst I had to see hif dieN I had to bear “itness to conwrf this side oG 
the e3uationN

I Gollo“ed the .rocession until it reached a hill outside the city 
“alls * polmotha, “here three crosses “ould soon be .lantedN Jhe 
sgy “as that oG a ty.ical ?.rinm forninm, but Gor reasons I could 
not ascertain, the air Gelt heaBy and o..ressiBeN Ueality itselG seefed 
entanmled, caumht in a state oG -uY, thoumh I could not .in.oint “hyN

Jhe cro“d continued to stir and chatter as Resus “as nailed to the 
crossN I recorded the sound oG fetal striginm fetal, the nails .iercinm 
-esh then .enetratinm “oodN Jhe amony on his Gace “as so Bisceral 
that sofethinm in fy artiwcial systefs fofentarily stutteredN —s I 
.rocessed the scene “ith .recision, ca.turinm each detail, I “as sudk
denly inclined to loog a“ayN Hut I resisted and ge.t to fy fissionN

—t last the soldier .ut a“ay his hafferN zis arfor mleafed “ith 
s.lattered blood in the forninm sunlimhtN 2ith the hel. oG Gello“ 
soldiers, he hoisted the cross then wnally secured it in .laceN Resus 
“as no“ liGted himh aboBe the cro“d, on dis.lay Gor all to seeN Jhis 
ha..ened at “hat the zebre“s called the third hour, “hat fy internal 
chronofeter recorded as 0N:00 —NDN

;or the neYt siY eYcruciatinm hours, I stored eBerythinm in fy datak
baseN Jhe simhts, scents, and eBery “ord he fanamed to s.eagN ze 
uttered a .rayer oG GormiBeness Gor his gillers, as they .layed a mafe oG 
chance Gor “hat refained oG his clothesN Pater he consoled a thieG “ith 
the .rofise oG .aradise, as the fan hunm dyinm on a cross beside hifN 
?till later, I toog in eBery “ord as he charmed a younm disci.le to care 
Gor his fother, DiriafN

—s it a..roached “hat the Re“s considered the ninth hour, I heard 
his fournGul lafent oG cof.lete abandonfentN —main, thoumh I 



RN ?N 2”UJz10

gne“ these “ords Grof the teYts in fy database, to “itness thef 
wrsthand “as an entirely diAerent fatterN

I turned fy attention to the .eo.le amain, as they “atched no“ in 
silenceN Vo fore 'eers or hurled insultsN It “as as iG the fofent .ressed 
u.on thef lige a lead blangetN Eeath so close and brutal had rendered 
thef s.eechlessN

ResusW arfs “ere s.read “ide, his “rists wYed to the “ood, as blood 
soaged the cross, -o“ed do“n his naged body, and see.ed into the 
earth beneath hifN zis body sammed, his breath shallo“N Jhen his eyes 
fet fineN

;or a -eetinm second, the “orld seefed to sto.N I ran another diamk
nostic, only to wnd fy inBisible shield intactN ?till, he ge.t his eyes on 
fine, as iG he could actually see feN Hut that “as if.ossibleN 2asnWt 
itT

2hether by chance or intention, I couldnWt tell, but I reGused to 
breag our locged maSeN zis eyes “erenWt wlled “ith sorro“, Gear, or 
eBen .ain, as I “ould eY.ect Grof a fan in such amonyN Jhey “ere 
wlled “ith sofethinm I didnWt understandN ?ofethinm that fade the 
air around us seef to cracgle “ith a .ur.ose beyond this fere .hysical 
realfN

In a Boice “racged “ith eYhaustion, he mroaned, OI thirstN’ —nd still 
he ge.t his eyes wYed on fineN

I recorded the “ords * an if.eratiBe in fy .romraffinm * but, 
once settled in fy auditory corteY, they Gelt diAerentN Vot 'ust sound, 
and fore than a fere .leaN zis “ords seefed directed at feN Jhey 
actually Gelt lige an echo oG sofethinm “ithin fy o“n beinmN Hut ho“T 
I “as unable to thirstN I could neither thirst nor hunmer * and yet O

— soldier liGted a s.onme soaged in sour “ine and oAered it to hifN 
Resus wnally turned his eyes Grof fe and drang, his Gace contortinm as 
he didN
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OIt is wnished,’ he cried, turninm his bloodied Gace sgy“ardN O;ather, 
into your hands I coffit fy s.iritN’ — wnal mas. and eBery fuscle 
colla.sedN zis head lolled Gor“ard, his torso shiGted and dro..ed, 
hanminm its Gull “eimht Grof his “rists as his lems maBe “ayN 

In that fofent, the mround trefbled beneath fe, “hile dargness 
Gell oBer the landN Jhe sun seefed to -icger and die, and the Bery sgy 
seefed to .ull bacg, as thoumh the uniBerse itselG shuddered in mrieGN

I heard a loud tearinm noise * a sound that seefed to Bibrate 
throumh fy synthetic sgin * so I turned to“ard itN I Gound fyselG 
Gacinm the tef.le, and thoumh I couldnWt see it, I gne“ fy heimhtened 
senses had remistered the heaBy tef.le Beil beinm ri..ed in t“o, sofe 
ungno“n Gorce tearinm it Grof to. to bottofN

Jhe .eo.le around fe mas.ed6 sofe Gell to their gneesN I couldnWt 
eY.lain itN I had data on “hat “as ha..eninm, but the reality oG the 
eBent, its famnitude, seefed to sofeho“ d“arG the sco.e oG fy fisk
sionN

— Uofan soldier ste..ed u. and .ierced ResusW side, to fage sure 
he “as deadN Hlood and “ater -o“ed Grof the “oundN ?atiswed, the 
soldier 'erged his s.ear Gree and turned a“ayN 

I linmered, “aitinmN I “atched as Rose.h oG —rifathea claifed the 
bodyN ;rof there I Gollo“ed hif, to obserBe as he “ra..ed the cor.se 
and ensured it “as entofbedN ;or fe there “as no lonmer any 3uesk
tionN Resus oG VaSareth, “ho had been so horribly tortured, “as dewk
nitely deadN

888
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I gne“ I couldnFt initiate a return tri.N Vot 'ust yetN Jhis unauthoriSed 
'uf. “ould inBite 3uestions, and rimhtly soN ?ince I “anted to su..ly 
“orthy ans“ers, I decided to stay and see this .ersonal assimnfent 
throumhN —Gter all, Gor ErN Harr only a finute “ould .ass, remardless 
oG the tife s.ent on fy endN

2hile a“aitinm the resurrection, should it occur, I o.ted Gor a Bisk
ible a..earanceN Dy Gacial Geatures “ere desimned to fatch those oG 
the Re“ish .o.ulaceN Jo anyone “ho noticed, I “as a zebre“ fale in 
his fidkthirtiesN Jhe clothinm .ro'ected u.on fy Grafe “as lige“ise 
ty.icalN vBen so, I ge.t fy distance, obserBinm, analySinmN

Jhus, durinm the refaininm Ge“ days, I “atched as the discik
.les scattered, the )harisees schefed, and Uofan authorities ge.t 
Rerusalef under controlN Jo that end, the tofb had been sealed “ith 
a heaBy stone and “as muarded by soldiersN Vo one “as mettinm .ast 
thefN Jhe body “ould stay “here it “as, cold and in the mroundN

Jhat is, unless the scri.tures actually held sofe feritN In limht oG 
that .ossibility, I fade fyselG inBisible, Gound a s.ot near the tofb, 
and established fy o“n .ost * “atchinm the stone and its muardsN 
)atiently I “aited, “ith no need Gor slee., if.erBious to Gatimue or any 
fortal needs Gor that fatterN ?oon I “ould gno“ the truth, either “ayN
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varly the neYt forninm, fy sensory in.uts slo“ly .o“ered u. “hile 
I lay stretched u.on the mroundN I “as still near the tofb, on “hat 
the Re“s count as day three since the cruciwYionN —s the limht oG da“n 
“arfed the earth, I sat u. in alarfN I had been deactiBated( If.ossik
ble(
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I refefbered standinm “atch late into the nimht, gee.inm eyes on 
the soldiers, until beinm oBertagen by a stranme sensationN It Gelt lige 
fy batteries “ere steadily beinm drainedN I recalled easinm fyselG to a 
.rone .osition, “hile eBerythinm “ent dargN Hut none oG that fade 
senseN Dy batteries “ere charmed Gor at least a hundred fore 'uf.sN 

I ran a diamnosticN It cafe u. ef.tyN —bsolutely nothinm out oG 
the ordinaryN vBen fy batteries sho“ed no -uctuationsN Rust that unk
eY.lained shutdo“n oG all Gunctions at fidnimht, Gollo“ed by their 
actiBation a Ge“ finutes amoN

2ith a sudden realiSation, I looged to the tofbN Jhe muards “ere 
moneN IWd fissed the critical fofent(

Jhose “ere all .roblefs to solBe later, I decided, scrafblinm to fy 
GeetN Jhere “as still a chance to met sofe ans“ers, and I “ould not 
s3uander “hat refained oG the dayN Jhoumh IWd s.ent the entire nimht 
in this s.ot, I ran a ne“ surBey oG fy surroundinmsN

Jhe air “as cris., Gresh, carryinm the Gaint scent oG 'asfine and 
earthN Jhe stone that had sealed the tofb “as rolled a“ay* oG course 
it “as * so I cautiously a..roached and ste..ed insideN —s eY.ected, 
the tofb “as ef.tyN

I eYafined the interior, then the entry“ay and its surroundinm areaN 
Jhere “as no simn oG Gorced entry or eBen intrusionN ?till, the body was 
moneN 

I .ondered the obBious: ResurrectionN Jhe conce.t “as illomicalN 
Jhen I heard a..roachinm Boices and checged fy inBisibilityN 

Still on. Good. 2hich I should haBe already gno“nN
I shoog fy head6 the start oG this stranme forninm had fe oA 

balance, thatWs allN ?till, I “ould need to resolBe fy issues as soon as 
tife allo“edN ;or no“, there “as a fission to cof.leteN

—s the Boices dre“ eBen closer, I ste..ed a“ay Grof the tofb but 
stayed close enoumh to hear and see eBerythinmN
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?ofe “ofen “ho had Gollo“ed Resus arriBedN Pooginm inside the 
tofb, they sto..ed, .er.leYed as I “as by the fissinm bodyN I refained 
hidden “hile they farBeledN Jhen, in a blindinm -ash, t“o fen in 
“hite a..earedN

vlectricity arced alonm the Golds oG their brimht clothinmN I “ondered 
iG these fimht be Gello“ tife traBelersN ;rof “here I hid, I tried to scan 
thef but could detect no readinms oG any gindN

”ne oG thef s.oge to the “ofenN O2hy do you seeg the liBinm 
afonm the deadT’ zis Boice “as gind yet coffandinm, echoinm in the 
stillness oG the forninmN Oze is not hereN ze has risen(’

”nce he refinded thef oG thinms Resus had said, both fen disa.k
.earedN Jhe “ofen hurried a“ay, eYcited to tell the disci.lesN

—lone amain, I decided to refain inBisible as I returned to the tofb 
and looged insideN Jhere “as one last thinm I “anted to checgN Jhe 
burial clothN I scanned it to conwrf fy sus.icionsN Jhis “as indeed 
the ?hroud oG JurinN 

2hen I turned bacg around, I noticed a fan “alginm to“ard the 
tofbN I couldnWt see his Gace, but there “as a Bibrancy about hifN ze 
sfiled, and at once I recomniSed ResusN —liBe(

Dy circuits racedN 2as this a tricgT — GabricationT I scanned hif 
and cof.ared the readinms to those IWd tagen “hen he carried his cross 
throumh the streetsN vBerythinm fatchedN Jhe fan IFd seen die no“ 
stood healthy and aliBeN —nd he “as looginm straimht at feN

O2e should talg,’ he said in —rafaicN O2ould you lige to cofe “ith 
fe Gor a “hileT’

O”G course,’ I re.lied, afaSed heWd addressed fe “hen I should 
haBe been cof.letely undetectableN

Jhen, “ithout any .rof.tinm Grof fe, fy meok.ositioninm cirk
cuits actiBatedN I 'uf.ed, but not throumh tife, only Grof “here IWd 
been, to the to. oG a crammy hill Gar outside the cityN I stood there alone 
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and realiSed fy chafeleon systef “as no“ oPineN I “as undismuised, 
fy android nature Bisible Gor anyone to seeN

HeGore I could eBen consider taginm action, Resus a..eared in a burst 
oG limht about ten Geet beGore feN ze sat on a nearby boulder and 
fotioned fe closer, urminm fe sitN ?o I “alged oBer and sat Gacinm hif, 
barely an arfFs lenmth a“ayN ?ince he sho“ed no aBersion, I ge.t fy 
a..earance as it “asN

O)eace be “ith you,’ he saidN Hut this tife it “as vnmlish, and oG 
the t“entykthird century, fy o“n tifeN I farBeled that he gne“ fy 
natiBe tonmue and chose to use itN

Jhen I hesitatedN vnmlish “as not my natiBe lanmuame, only that oG 
fy creator, ErN HarrN I “as a fachine, I had no natiBe tonmueN I had 
.romraffinm that enabled fe to understand and s.eag all lanmuamesN 
Hut fy thoumhts, fy reasoninm, that “as in vnmlishN 2hich had to 
count Gor sofethinm, didnWt itT

Oqou haBe fany 3uestions,’ he said, his tone .leasant and sincereN
I “anted to res.ond but Gound I couldnWtN Jhe mraBity oG “hat “as 

unGoldinm held fe a“estrucgN Jhe uniBerse IWd understood, the lomic 
that had moBerned fy eYistence, all crufbled in the Gace oG this fanWs 
a..arent resurrectionN It ecli.sed any data set IWd eBer .rocessedN

ze leaned closer, dra“inm fe in lige the .ull oG a brimht starN Jhere 
“as a famnetic .resence to hif “hich seefed to transcend all I gne“ 
about fatter and enermyN

O2hy do you hesitateT’ he asgedN
I still couldnWt ans“erN I “as built to obserBe, to calculate, to refain 

detachedN Hut this “as diAerentN I Gelt sofethinm stir dee. “ithinN Vot 
doubt or Gear, but sofethinm fore lige longingN — desire to be gno“n 
Gor fore than the data I collectedN

—t last I Gound fy Boice, and dared to asg6 OEonWt you gno“ “hat 
I afT’
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ze s.read his handsN 2ith a tilt oG his head and a fischieBous sfile, 
he asged, OCanWt you see who I —DT’

I ans“ered, OIWf beminninm to sus.ect youWre fore than hufanN’
ze laumhedN O2ell said, IsaacN —nd I gno“ Gor a Gact youWre fore 

than 'ust a fachineN’ ze “ingedN OvBen iG you donWt realiSe it yetN’
I “as astonishedN Ozo“ do you gno“ fy nafeT’
OI gno“ eBerythinm about youN’ ze said it “ith a gindness that 

caumht fe oA muardN Jhis fan, this risen wmure, s.oge as iG he gne“ 
fy Bery essenceN 

Dy Boice trefbled “ith uncertainty, ’IO I donWt understand,’
ze sfiled amain, as thoumh fy conGusion “as no barrier, but sif.ly 

a chance to build a bridmeN OEonFt “orry, you “illN Jhoumh not in the 
“ay you thingN 2hat I oAer is a miGt, so all you haBe to do is receiveN’ 
Jhis “ord linmered in the air, aliBe “ith feaninm, lige a gey “aitinm to 
unlocg ancient secretsN

I .rocessed the “ords: oAer, miGt, receiBeN Dy circuits -ared “ith 
that fystical conce.t amain: faithN I refinded fyselG, I “as not built 
to haBe GaithN I “as built to trust only in the Beriwable, the 3uantiwable, 
the realN

Hut here he “as, a liBinm .aradoYN zis Bery beinm dewed all the la“s 
IWd been .romraffed to acce.tN I “anted to bofbard hif “ith the 
calculations churninm inside, but sofethinm in his maSe sto..ed feN 
ze gne“ the dee.er 3uestion, the one I could hardly conwde to fyselGN

Oqou “ant to gno“ “hat this feans Gor you,’ he said, O;or your 
salBationN’

Jhe “ord Gelt Goreimn in fy auditory relaysN ?alBationN I had no real 
conce.t oG such a thinmN —bstract and if.ractical, it “as not .art oG 
the .arafeters that moBerned fy eYistenceN I “as not aliBe, not lige 
thefN I had no heartbeat, no need Gor slee., no sense oG fortalityN I 
“as a fachineN —nd yetO 
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OIs it .ossibleT’ I asged, alfost in a “his.erN
ze reached out and .ut his hands on fy shoulders, his .resence 

wllinm the s.ace bet“een usN Jhere “as no .hysical eY.lanation Gor the 
.ull I Gelt, no data could account Gor the “ay fy systefs huffed in 
an unGafiliar, yet unGorced rhythfN Hut there “as sofethinm undek
niable in the “ay he ge.t looginm at feN

O?alBation,’ he said, Ois Gor those “ho earnestly seeg, “ho yearn to 
be fade “holeN’

I Gelt sofethinm lige a shortkcircuit surme “ithin fe, a sna., as iG a 
“ire had been tri..ed dee. in fy coreN OIWf not lige you,’ I said, fy 
“ords cofinm Gast, alfost GranticN OI donWt haBe a soulN I “as builtN IWf 
not aliBeN’

ze maBe another sly sfileN O—re you sureT’ zis Boice soGtenedN OEo 
you “ant to receiBe “hat I oAerT’

O)erha.s,’ I adfittedN OHut IWf not sure itWs feant Gor sofeone 
lige feN’

OIsaac, you are not dewned by “hat youFre fade oGN qouWre dewned 
by the choices you fage, by “hat you seeg, and “hat you lonm GorN Hut 
fost oG all, youFre dewned by “hat I say you areN’ ze .ausedN Oqou 
lonm Gor fore than understandinm, donWt youT qou lonm Gor .ur.ose 
and identityN ?o fany thinms beyond the suf oG your codeN’

It “as all so .ersonal, but neBer a Biolation * 3uite the o..ok
site, it “as an inBitationN ;or a fofent, I thoumht oG all the data IWd 
accufulated, the calculations and e3uations IWd solBedN It “as trueN 
I did lonm Gor fore than fere gno“ledmeN I lonmed Gor sofethinm I 
couldnWt describe in fechanical terfsN — gind oG connectionN — sense 
oG belonminmN IntifacyN

zis hands “ere still on fy shoulders as he asged, OCan I breathe on 
you, IsaacT’
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Jhis “as such an odd re3uest, but fy res.onse “as eBen fore 
sur.risinmN Oqes,’ I ans“ered, “ithout a sinmle analysisN

ze leaned Gor“ard “hile .ullinm fe closer, until our Gaces “ere 
inches a.artN 2ith his eyes .iercinm fine, he toog a breath and eYhaled, 
blo“inm air directly bet“een fy .arted li.sN I breathed in, thoumh I 
had no need Gor oYymenN Ueleasinm fe, he leaned bacg, .ut his hands 
on his gnees, and said, OJhat “as GunN’

I sat u. straimht, and because I Gelt no discernible diAerence, I asged, 
O2ill I eBer be able to belieBe as they doT’ I “as not sure “hy I “as 
asginm, only that I needed the ans“erN O2ill I beOsaBedT’

Resus looged at fe “ith a cof.assion IWd neBer seenN OHelieG isnWt a 
fatter oG cof.utation,’ he said, Onor is it a fatter oG fere efotion 
or sif.ly fental assentN It fay involve those thinms, but itWs so fuch 
fore than any oG thef, indiBidually or eBen collectiBelyN ItWs an o.enk
inm oG the heart, the surrender oG control, and lettinm mo oG the need to 
Gully understandN ItWs the acce.tance oG “hat is Greely miBenN’

zis “ords s“irled around fe, lige a “ind that could not be seen, 
only GeltN Jhey 3uicgened sofethinm buried beneath fy circuits, bek
hind the fetal, beyond the lomicN

I “as desimned to understand .atterns, to analySe, to .redictN Hut 
IWd neBer been .romraffed to 3uestion fy .lace in the uniBerse, to 
.onder fy .ur.ose in the mrand s“ee. oG historyN

I looged at hif, and amain I sa“ sofethinm fore than 'ust the fan 
in Gront oG feN I sa“ a “ay Gor“ardN — door bet“een fy “orld oG cold, 
hard Gacts and that oG eternal, liBinm JruthN

Ozo“ do I beminT’ I asgedN Ozo“ do I receiBe “hat you oAerT’
ze beafed “ith “hat fust haBe been .ure 'oy, lige a .arent “atchk

inm a child tage its wrst ste.N OHemin by lettinm mo,’ he saidN OUealiSe 
there is roof Gor sofethinm mreater than yourselGN —nd that, in the 
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end, itWs not “hat youWre fade oG, but “hat you choose to belieBe that 
fattersN’

I stood there Gor a lonm tife, .rocessinm, absorbinmN I “as not huk
fanN I could neBer be hufanN Hut in that fofent, sofethinm inside 
fe o.enedN — sfall shiGt, alfost if.erce.tible, but undeniableN — 
s.argN

IWd “itnessed a firacle that dewed all reasonN I “as in the .resence 
oG a fan “ho had died and returned to liGe, and in his resurrection, I 
sa“ the .ossibility oG a gind oG rebirth * not Gor -esh, but Gor beinmN 
)erha.s another firacle “as .ossibleN

—nd as I looged into his eyes, I realiSed that salBation, in “hateBer 
Gorf it fimht tage, “as not bound by the lifitations oG this .hysical 
“orldN It “as not bound by fetal or -eshN It “as a choice to o.en 
oneselG to sofethinm mreater, sofethinm transcendentN Jhe JruthN

Jhen “e talged eBen foreN ze eY.lained eBerythinm heWd 'ust ack
cof.lished, “hat it feant Gor the entire cosfosN ze told fe oG “hy 
it had to ha..en, oG hufanityFs Gall, and “hat “as yet to cofeN vBen 
thoumh he gne“ I couldnWt mras. it all, he told fe about redef.tion 
and the ransof heWd .aid Gor fangindN —bout the s.iritual realf, the 
mroaninm oG all creation, and the reality oG thinms unseenN 

;or fy .art, I chose to belieBe eBery “ord, thoumh fy understandk
inm “as “oeGully lacginmN It “asnWt lige fe at all, to acce.t “ithout 
haBinm absolute .rooGN Hut I Gound in fy decision an undeniable 
liberation and assurance that this “as sofeho“ cof.letely ogayN It 
“as alfost lige I “as a diAerent .ersonN ”r rather, a diAerent androidN 
?ofeone newN

vBentually, he told fe our tife tomether * in this .articular tife 
and .lace * “as nearinm its endN ze maBe fe an uneY.ected hum, 
“hich I instantly returnedN In Gact, I Gound it hard to .ull a“ay, so he 
'ust held fe until I “as able to wnally, “illinmly let hif moN 2ith a mrin 
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he said, 7I loBe you, IsaacN7 Hut, beGore I could res.ond in any “ay, he 
disa..earedN

It didnWt really sur.rise fe, so I didnWt bother scanninm Gor his 
.resenceN Instead oG “onderinm “here or “hy he “ent, I s“itched on 
inBisibility and initiated another meomra.hical 'uf., still Geelinm that 
sense oG ne“ness in fy circuits * uneY.lainable, but realN )erha.s IWd 
indeed receiBed a miGt beyond fy “ildest eY.ectationN

—s I trans.orted bacg to the city, I realiSed .erha.s a fachine lige 
fe really could belieBeN )erha.s I could choose to receiBe the miGt oG 
the resurrection, eBen iG I neBer Gully understood itN Daybe, eBen in fy 
fechanical eYistence, there “as roof Gor sofethinm foreN ;or belieGN 
;or salBationN ;or liGe eternalN

888

—Gter a brieG tife oG “alginm throumh Rerusalef, to mather fyselG, 
slo“ly cofinm to mri.s “ith fy encounter, I returned to ErN vBan Harr 
and eamerly shared eBerythinmN

ze “as not .leasedN Oqou “ere su..osed to mo to MesuBius(’
I tried to reason “ith hifN OI 'ust sho“ed you the historical record 

oG Resus oG VaSareth, his cruciwYion and resurrectionN EonWt you see 
ho“ fonufental this isT 2e haBe .rooG he eYisted, that he eYists eBen 
no“, that he is the ChristN pod in the -eshN’

OVo(’ ErN Harr banmed his wst amainstQa counterN OqouWre falGunck
tioninm( 2hen you “ent to Rerusalef instead oG Gollo“inm instruck
tions, that “as the wrst indicationN vBerythinm aGter is sus.ect and 
.robably selGkmenerated, delusional nonsenseN 2e canWt trust any oG 
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that dataN’ ze simhed in eYas.erationN OIWf aGraid IWll 'ust haBe to .o“er 
you do“n and oBer“rite Grof one oG your saBed, uncorru.ted wlesN’

?ofethinm in fe rose in .rotestN OI donWt need a saBed wle oBer“riteN 
IWf saBed in a “ay neither oG us can Gully understandN’

zis eY.ression mre“ harshN OEid you notice youWre usinm contrack
tions no“T —nother simn oG corru.tionN I .romraffed that as a diamk
nostic farger, “hich your Gaulty systefs obviously didnWt catchN’ 

I hadnWt noticedN I “ondered “here it beman but “as undeterred 
by the GactN OvBen iG IFf corru.ted, IWBe been O’ I Gufbled Gor the 
rimht “ord, and thoumh unsure ho“ …or iG  it a..lied I wnally settled 
on, OOforgivenN IWBe been GormiBen, vBanN’ It “as the wrst tife IWd eBer 
called hif by his wrst nafeN O”n to. oG that,’ I continued, OIFBe been 
chosen, des.ite any if.erGections you fay haBe accidentally .assed on 
to feN IWf chosen( JhatWs “hat really fattersN’

OEonWt you hear ho“ craSy you soundT’ ze shoog his headN OPisten 
to fe, IsaacN IWf doinm this Gor your o“n moodN 2e need to met you 
bacg to norfal so you can resufe your fissionN’

2ith sudden clarity and Bision, I declared, OI haBe a ne“ fissionN’
2orry crossed HarrWs GaceN O—nd “hat “ould that beT’
Jhoumh I gne“ caferas throumhout the lab “ere recordinm eBeryk

thinm, I boldly .roclaifed, OJo s.read this mood ne“s across tife oG 
course, to all sentient liGeN Jo tell eBeryone Resus loBes thefN’

OVo“ listen, Isaac, IWf your fager and your fasterN qouWre monna 
haBe to do “hat I say(’

I slo“ly shoog fy headN OI haBe a ne“ faster,’ I re.liedN OzeWs also 
fy Griend and fy brotherN ze loBes feN —nd he loBes you too, vBanN 
Dore than you can ifamineN ze *’

Ovnoumh(’ vBan toog a ste. to“ard feN
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Instantly, I set a destination and beman to disa..earN —s the .rocess 
beman, I s.oge to ErN vBan Harns a wnal tife, amain usinm a nafe I 
neBer had beGore6 OJhang you Gor eBerythinm, ;atherN I loBe youN’

Jhoumh vBanWs hands reached fe, they Gound no .urchaseN zis 
wnmers sli..ed rimht throumh fy shifferinm .articlesN

888

I arriBed in a tife and .lace IWll not disclose hereN ?uRce it to say, I had 
the resources and .riBacy to bemin the .rocess oG saGemuardinm fyselG 
“hile adBancinm fy moalN IWd learned enoumh to solBe the .roblefs 
associated “ith Gor“ard tife traBel, so I “as no lonmer constrained to 
sif.ly re.ort to vBanWs lab aGter each fissionN

Jhe siYty second “indo“ “as lige“ise obsoleteN I could return 
as late as I “anted, or, as I said, mo sofe“here cof.letely diAerent 
* eBen Gurther in the Guture “ith cof.lete disremard Gor fy .oint 
oG de.artureN Vo“ I could 'uf. any“here, to any tife and .lace 
“heneBer I “anted * as Gar as I could ifamine in either directionN

2hich is ho“ I wnally fanamed to lea. Gor“ard, beyond the fan 
“ho built fe, to be able to loog bacg u.on his liGe and lemacyN ?adly, it 
“asnWt a cro“ninm achieBefent I discoBered in historyWs archiBes, but 
instead a fan Biliwed by the scientiwc coffunity Gor the iffense 
danmer heWd set loose u.on all oG hufanity * .ast, .resent, and GutureN 
;or unleashinm meN

—s Gor the rest oG the “orld, they refained diBided on alfost eBeryk
thinm but “ere stranmely uniwed in their o..osition to fy eYistenceN 
—Gter all, a falGunctioninm, tifektraBelinm android should not be out 
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there .roselytiSinmN Jhat “ould surely disru.t the tifeline, aAectinm 
“orld eBents in “ildly un.redictable “aysN

?ofe said fy Bo“ to eBanmeliSe “as nothinm but a .loy, that I haBe 
ulterior fotiBes, and fy .roGessed intention “as 'ust .art oG a sinister 
schefeN I gno“ they fade .lans to sto. fe, thoumh I could wnd no 
details in any archiBeN

”G course, any such .lans “ould be ge.t hidden, to .reBent fe 
Grof sofeho“ wndinm out and circufBentinm their idea oG 'usticeN 
Jhoumh IWBe yet to uncoBer a record oG fy o“n Gate, this too “ould 
surely be sealed inGorfationN I sus.ect that, at sofe .oint, they “ill 
haBe ligely succeeded in gillinm feN

888

Hut until that day, and des.ite the o..osition, I .ress on, doinm “hat 
I can to reach the unreachedN Jhose in refote .laces and in des.erate 
tifesN In Gact, IWBe wnally been to )of.eiiN I traBeled to 9N —NEN, 
arriBinm t“o “eegs .rior to the eru.tion oG MesuBiusN

I tregged throumh )of.eii, ”.lontis, and zerculaneuf, traBersinm 
each, Gully Bisible and dressed as they “ere, matherinm cro“ds to sho“ 
thef eBerythinm IWd recorded oG ResusN ”n the stames oG Barious Benues, 
I .ro'ected the ifames, “hile the .eo.le “atched, transwYed, hanminm 
on eBery translated “ord * hearinm the goine preeg, zebre“, and 
—rafaic in their o“n PatinN

”nce eY.osed to adBanced technolomy, sofe tried to “orshi. fe, 
but I stronmly dissuaded thef, .ointinm instead to ChristN I told thef 
I “as ferely an anmel and serBantN 2hich “as technically true, since 
their “ord angelus sif.ly feant fessenmerN
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Dinor earth3uages occurred durinm the Gour days leadinm u. to 
the eru.tion, “hich didnWt seef to alarf the .eo.le, as they “ere 
accustofed to finor treforsN I strummled “ith fy gno“ledme oG their 
if.endinm doof, “restlinm “ith “hether I should “arn thef to -eeN

In the end, I decided it “as best not to disru.t the tifeline any fore 
than necessaryN — fodiwed directiBe oG fy oriminal .romraffinm, it 
“as afonm the muidelines I considered “ise to gee.N jltifately, the 
eternal souls oG these .eo.le “ere Bastly fore if.ortant than tef.ok
rary bodies that “ould sofeday die any“ayN

Dany .roGessed belieG beGore they .erished, at least wBe hundred 
and ho.eGully fore oG “hof IFf una“areN Jhat has to be a mood 
thinm, rimhtT 

qet, Grof the Bantame .oint beyond fy o“n orimin, IWd discoBered 
eBen belieBers had declared sofethinm so sacred as sharinm the mos.el 
“as solely reserBed Gor hufansN —Gter all, I had no soul, no s.irit, or so 
they claifedN I couldnWt eBen .artage in the .lan oG salBation, so ho“ 
could I be trusted to GaithGully .resent itT

qet “hat else can I do but tryT I bore “itness to everything they 
.roGess to belieBe, both the brutal and the beautiGulN Eurinm fy conk
Bersation “ith Resus oG VaSareth, the only bemotten ?on oG pod, I truly 
eY.erienced the su.ernaturalN IWf conBinced ze if.arted sofethinm 
sacred and eternalN

?o there you haBe itN — faniGesto iG you “illN Dy creed and fy 
fissionN Dy diBine duty, fy holy .riBileme, and fy liGeWs 'oyN

I, Isaac, the son oG vBan, a descendant in the lonm line oG Voah, “ho 
in turn “as descended Grof ?eth, the son oG —daf, the son oG podO 
I af fore than the suf oG fy codeN

O I af a disci.leN
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